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Our Mission Statement
We are a community of faith believing in the power of
prayer and seeking earnestly to deepen our spiritual life
and share the love of God with others.

The Pastor’s Message

A

s I reflect on what a busy month this has been, I realize that many of the significant
events in the life of our church revolved around a certain theme: the theme of
stewardship.

During our worship on October 4 we celebrated the 12th anniversary of my call to serve as the
settled pastor of this church. During the renewal of the covenant between pastor and
congregation, we made several promises to each other and to our church. I promised that, to the
best of my ability and with the help of God, I would serve as your pastor and teacher. You
promised, to the best of your ability and with the help of God, to support me in my ministry and
to grow in your own ministry.
That last point is the key point: to grow in your own ministry. I was reminded of this just last
week, on Reformation Sunday, when we affirmed a fundamental tenet of the Protestant
Reformation: the priesthood and the pastorhood of all believers. As our church bulletin notes
every Sunday, I am your pastor but we are all ministers. We minister to this church, to each
other, and we minister to the world through this church. This is what it means to be a Christian
steward.
The other event that came to mind occurred during the two baptisms we celebrated on
October 18. During that service we promised to support the children’s parents in their efforts to
raise their child within the Christian faith. When I meet with parents to prepare for their child’s
baptism, I explain that this does not mean that the members of our church will tell the parents
how to raise their child. It means that through our stewardship, through our financial support of
this church, we provide a pastor and the pastoral services of the church; we provide worship for
the parents and their child, and we provide a Sunday school replete with teachers, Bibles,
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supplies, and an excellent Sunday School curriculum. We also make sure our building is heated
and that there are electric lights in every room.
As you can see, our pledge to these parents is inseparable from our financial support of this
church. If there were no church, there would be no Christian education. There would be no
worship and no pastoral care or counseling if/when the parents or the young person needs it. Our
pledge to the church is also inseparable from the covenant we renew every year on the
anniversary of my call. It is an expression not only of our commitment to the Christian Way, to
spiritual growth, and to deepening our relationship with God through Christ; it is an expression
of our commitment to this church community, to the maintenance of this building, and to our
ongoing mission.
Although Stewardship Sunday comes but once a year, true Christian stewardship is not a single
event but an integral part of all we do as a Christian church. I hope we all realize this as we
make our pledges for the coming year.
I would remind you once more of the promises that were renewed on the anniversary of my call.
“We promise to attend worship regularly, support our church generously with our
time, talent, and treasure, and participate in our mission outreach to the larger
community and the world. We promise to serve faithfully in any capacity which
utilizes our gifts for the administration and growth of our church.”
If we all do this, we will have discovered the meaning of Christian stewardship and the true joy
of giving.
Faithfully yours,
Reverend Paul D. Sanderson

Adult Bible Study
This year we are continuing our exploration of what it means to approach religion in general and
the Christian faith in particular from a psychological perspective. We are presently reading the
Jungian psychologist Edward Edinger’s article, “Christ as a Paradigm of the Individuating Ego.”
Please join us for this fascinating exploration of our faith!
The Adult Bible Study group meets on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays of every month from
9:15 – 10:30 AM in the Vestry.

Confirmation Class
Because of the holidays and other scheduling conflicts for the next few months, Confirmation
Class will meet only on the first and third Thursdays of every month at 5:00 PM. in the Vestry.
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Missions Offering
For the month of November, we reach out with our gifts to support the International Mission of
World Vision and our local Mission, Southborough Food Pantry.
On November 22, Thanksgiving Sunday, we will collect our “filled” World Vision
Love Loaves.

World Vision at a Glance
Focusing on children since 1950
Who we are
World Vision is a Christian humanitarian charity organization dedicated to
working with children, families, and their communities worldwide to
reach their full potential by tackling the causes of poverty and injustice.
+

Who we serve
We serve close to 100 million people in nearly 100 countries around the world. World Vision
serves all people, regardless of religion, race, ethnicity, or gender.

Why we serve
Motivated by our faith in Jesus Christ, we serve alongside the poor and oppressed as a
demonstration of God’s unconditional love for all people.

What does World Vision do?
World Vision provides emergency and hunger relief, long-term community development
programs, agricultural development assistance and leadership training. The organization also
educates the public on poverty and justice-related issues and advocates on behalf of the poor and
children in crisis.
A worldwide staff of about 40,000 assists about 100 million people in nearly 100 countries
throughout Africa, Eastern Europe, the Middle East, Asia and the Americas. For example:
 Emergency relief: World Vision responded to some 75 emergencies in 2008 alone by
providing food aid, basic supplies and child-protection centers. Rapid response teams
reached disaster sites within 48 hours of events.
 Humanitarian crisises: World Vision is responding to complex humanitarian
emergencies around the globe, including Darfur, Somalia, Sri Lanka and the DRC.
 Child sponsorship: More than 3.5 million children are assisted through sponsorship
programs worldwide.
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 Food aid: World Vision is the largest aid distributor for the United Nations’ World Food
Program, and distributed 211,000 metric tons of food for WFP and U.S. government
programs in fiscal 2008.
 Clean water: In 2008, World Vision dug 245 wells in West Africa, expanding access to
clean water to an additional 120,000 people in the region.
 HIV and AIDS: World Vision’s care and prevention work in AIDS-affected
communities started in 1990 in Uganda, and is now in 60 countries, including most of
sub-Saharan Africa.
In the U.S., World Vision connects and assists local leaders, churches and organizations to help
families break the cycle of poverty in impoverished communities. More than 2.2 million
children and adults received necessities like clothing, school supplies and building materials in
2008. Thousands of at-risk youth were mentored and tutored.

Reflecting Christ in each community
Wherever we work, our prayer is that our efforts will be used by God to heal and strengthen
people’s relationships with Him and with one another. We do this by demonstrating God’s
unconditional love for all people through our service to the poor — which includes providing for
daily needs, working to build peace and promote justice, and partnering with churches and
individuals to encourage spiritual transformation.

Reaching around the globe
World Vision is a global organization with offices in approximately 100 countries. These
interdependent national offices are bound together by a Covenant of Partnership, a biblically
based agreement that enables us to work together in a unified and complementary way as we
walk alongside those we serve.

Employing the best in every region
We are blessed with staff who are experts in a broad range of technical specialties, ranging from
hydrology to microenterprise development to public health. We are inspired by the ways in
which they use their God-given abilities in conjunction with existing community resources.
Of the more than 30,000 staff employed by World Vision, 97 percent work in their home
countries or regions. Familiar with the culture and language, they bring to World Vision a
deeply personal understanding of how best to assist local children and families.

Meeting diverse needs
The millions of people we serve include earthquake and hurricane survivors, abandoned and
exploited children, survivors of famine and civil war, refugees, and children and families in
communities devastated by AIDS in Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
Our extensive global infrastructure enables us to respond where the need is greatest, anywhere in
the world.

Trusted worldwide
The excellence of World Vision’s work has earned the trust of more than 3 million donors,
supporters, and volunteers; more than half a million child sponsors; thousands of churches;
hundreds of corporations; and government agencies in the United States and around the world.
We are thankful to God that through these collaborative efforts, we are able to be a part of
breaking the cycle of poverty for those in need in our world.
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Our second Mission is our local Southborough Food Pantry. For the
past few years we have concentrated our efforts on a particular
“need” each week. This has proven to be a great success for our Church. This helped to fill the
shelves with much needed items that are not traditionally donated during the month of
November.
To help you remember what item(s) to bring on which week, the Diaconate will
be putting “Coupons” in the Sunday morning bulletins to post at home on the
refrigerator with your grocery list. If each of us can bring just one item from
each group, our little Church will make a big impact on the shelves of the
Southborough Food Pantry.
Our thanks to Cathy Ten Eyck, our Representative, for her willingness to make sure that our
collected donations will be delivered each week. Our many thanks to Evelyn Till, Karin Farmer,
Beverly Lees and Cathy for supporting the Food Pantry by volunteering their time each month to
help out.
Sunday

Nov 8

FOR THE CHILDREN
Juice boxes (100% fruit) , child size
toothbrushes, kid flavored toothpaste, child
size tissue packages, Snack- size foods
(granola or fruit bars, mini crackers, etc -no nuts or peanut butter)

Sunday

Sunday

Nov 15

Nov 22

FOOD STORAGE

Plastic food storage bags (All sizes sandwich, quart, gallon, etc.) and
aluminum foil

BEVERAGES
Instant Coffee (Regular & Decaf),
Hot Chocolate (Individually Packaged),
Tea Bags, and Bottled Juices

Sunday

Nov 29

HOME CLEANING
Window cleaner, floor cleaner, furniture
polish, bathroom bowl cleaner, and
disinfecting wipes
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Stewardship Sunday
Watch the mail the next few weeks for a letter from the Stewardship Committee inviting you to
renew (and hopefully increase) your pledge for the coming year. Bring your pledge card to
church on Sunday, November 22, Stewardship Sunday, or mail it back to us by that date so we
can begin to prepare our budget for the coming year.
We traditionally celebrate Stewardship Sunday on Thanksgiving Sunday because of the deep
connection between Thanksgiving and Christian stewardship. As we gather together to thank
God for our many blessings, we also renew our commitment to share our time, talent, and
treasure with our church. This is a very important day in the life of our church. We invite you to
be with us as we celebrate what we have in this church and as we lay the foundation for the
coming year.

Annual

Sale

Our annual Church Pie Sale, sponsored by the Trustees, will be held on Saturday, November 21,
from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM or until we are “sold out.” Just in time for Thanksgiving Day, the
pie sale is held at Mauro's (the old McCarthy's i.e. “The Spa”) in downtown Southborough with
tables set up outdoors.
Over the years, we have been very fortunate to have a good variety of pies available for sale. We
are often asked which pie was made by a particular, well known, chef. The people who have
bought pies from our previous sales know just what they are looking for -- Blueberry, lemon
meringue, banana cream, and the always-popular “apple pie.” All breads are an added delight.
Please label all your donations and make sure to indicate with or without nuts.
Please think about what you could bake for the sale and then consider doubling it. The pie sale is
one of the biggest fundraisers in our Church. This year, with the income from our investments
down, we need more pies than ever!
The Trustees will be announcing more information about the Pie Sale in the next few weeks.

A Service Of Thanksgiving
This year our church will be hosting the annual United Parishes of Southborough Thanksgiving
Service on Tuesday, November 24 at 7:30 PM. Clergy and Laity from all of the United Parishes
member churches participate in this service and is sponsored by the United Parishes Lay
Council.
Our sanctuary will be decorated, our pastor will be preaching, our choir will be singing,
refreshments will be provided following the service, and we look forward to welcoming the town
to our church as we gather together in Thanksgiving.
We would love to see you there! Please take a moment out of a busy week to remember and
celebrate all we have to be thankful for as individuals, as families, as a church, and as a nation.
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Spiritual Study & Growth Group
The Shack
Thursday evenings – Now extended through December 3
The Spiritual Study and Growth Group is meeting on Thursday nights from 7:00 – 8:30 PM to
discuss William Paul Young’s fascinating novel The Shack. Because of the depth of our
discussions (and because we are still only half way through the book), we are extending our
meetings through December 3.
This short book confronts, in a very readable and engaging form, several religious issues of great
import: the nature of God; the nature of the Trinity; the problem of tragedy, the problem of evil,
and the need to forgive. It is difficult to imagine any of us who has not struggled with one or
more of these questions, including the question of how, if God is all good and all powerful, there
is so much evil and tragedy in the world, and whether God indeed answers prayer.
It is not too late to begin. We would also love to have you join us even if you can’t make every
meeting. We have had a total of fifteen people attend at one time or another, making this one of
the best-attended sessions in several years. Some of the participants are from our church, some
from Pilgrim Church, and some found out about us from the posting on our new church sign!
Please consider becoming a part of this ongoing exploration of spirituality and life as we reflect
on our own lives and struggles through the lens of this best-selling book.

The Season Of Advent
This year the sacred liturgical season of Advent begins Sunday, November 29.
This is always a special time in the life and worship of our church. We begin
to sing the Christmas carols that are so much a part of our tradition, one each
week until Christmas Eve. Our sanctuary is always decorated so nicely thanks
to the artistic touch of David Sickles. And in our worship we usually focus on
a theme that helps us to prepare for the celebration and the experience of
Christmas. Please be with us in this very special season!

The Advent Event Potluck Supper
Come and join us on Saturday night, December 5, for a great night of food, fellowship and fun!
It all starts at 6:00 PM with a potluck supper followed by some singing (after all the choir is
hosting), games and guaranteed laughs.
Everyone is invited and encouraged to bring your friends. We promise it will put you in the
“holiday spirit” and keep you going through the season. Come and be a part of this very special
event.
A sign-up sheet will be posted in the Vestry in mid November.
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Recipes for a Joyful Autumn and Holiday Season
Brightly colored leaves; blue, blue skies, the harvest moon,
The garden’s last bounty, first frost and a chill in the air, turn back the clock
Enjoying the autumn and Christmas holidays, friends and family.
It’s no wonder that Autumn evokes wonderful thoughts
and feelings of culmination and thanksgiving.
It is family and holiday get-together time, a season crowded with
holidays and, of course, delicious meals and outstanding baking.
In this regard, we can help you. Looking for some new ideas?
Check out the Women’s Fellowship Cookbook, “Gracing The
Table.”
These are tried and true recipes, many of which you may have
sampled at our coffee hour time or potluck dinners. We have a
pie sale coming up and the traditional Thanksgiving and
Christmas meals need to be planned. This cookbook may be
quite helpful.
You might also consider giving a cookbook as a gift, a uniquely
First Community Church gift, to a special friend or a new bride
or even a new groom, in a mixing bowl as a hostess gift. Maybe
a gift to your child’s teacher, budding chefs and bakers, of course
with Christmas goodies you’ve made from the recipes.
You can find these cookbooks on the table next to the new cabinets near the Vestry entrance.
They are $12.00 each. Our Women’s Fellowship thank you, and you will thank them for each
delicious recipe.
Enjoy this beautiful New England autumn, it is a short one but filled with joyous and reverent
meaning -- God’s immeasurable beauty, bounty and love!

Report Of The Trustees
The Trustees are pleased to announce that they have accepted a contract for $1,900 to cover the
kitchen roof. The work will begin in March of 2010. We welcome any donation to help defray
the cost for this maintenance project.
We are still accepting any and all church related information and documents from the past so that
we can archive them and keep them all under one “roof.” Now is a good time to clean out your
closets, attics, and basements and give your “finds” to George Nutting, Co-Chair of the Trustees.
Our next meeting is set for Tuesday, November 10 at 6:15 PM.
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Be There Or Be Square
Get out your appointment book, grab your pen and fill in
January 18, 2010 at the First Community Church of
Southborough. David Sickles, Cheryl Holmes, and Skip
Willman are making trouble; oops, we mean making plans
for an evening to bring you out of those January doldrums.
For those of you who do not drive at night or will not
attempt the winter weather conditions, don’t worry, your
chariot awaits!!!

Women’s Fellowship
“Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall bring it to pass.”

Psalm 37:5

The Women's Fellowships' participation in “Make A Difference Day 2009 has reached its final
phase. “Make A Difference Day” is a national day of helping others that was created by USA
Weekend Magazine. It is held annually on October 25. Tuesday, October 20 was our cutoff date
for donations of fall clothing and boxed up kitchen items. All together we received 53 large bags
of clothing and 10 boxes of varied kitchen items for the Abby’s House Thrift Shop.
Skip Willman and company, Sharon helped with the delivery of half of the items on Saturday,
the 24th and the remainder on Saturday, October 31 per the request of Abby’s House since they
have very limited space. The Women’s Fellowship along with members and friends of our
church helped to make this project a great success for us and for Abby’s House. A big thank you
for everyone’s effort.
Looking ahead to November, we have updated our shut-in list and hope to make up twenty-one
baskets of fruit and goodies for these special people we want to remember.
Searching for a possible fundraiser for the Women’s Fellowship, Marlene Joe suggested a
Holiday Table with gift items for Christmas, baked goods, and special arrangements made up
with fresh greens, candles, etc. We will take orders on the arrangements. They make beautiful
centerpieces for your holiday decorating.
The Holiday table will be set up in the Vestry on the first, second, and third Sunday of
December. If you would like to donate or help the Women’s Fellowship with this fundraiser,
please see any member of the Fellowship. The profits will be shared equally with the Women’s
Fellowship and the General Fund.
Our next meeting will be on Tuesday, November 17 at 7:00 PM. We will be making our
Thanksgiving baskets to deliver to our shut-ins. Everyone is asked to bake or bring a “goodie”
for the baskets. Mattie Cummings will be leading devotions and Helen Varney will take care of
refreshments.
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Sunday, December 13, is our Christmas Party. It will be held in the Vestry after Sunday morning
Coffee Hour. Beth Hook has devotions and each lady is going to bring cookies, etc. We will
also be exchanging a $5.00 gift.
Mattie Cummings
Secretary

From The Desk Of The Collector
For those who pledged in 2009, statements through September 30 have been prepared and are
being disbursed. Please review them and adjust your offering through December 31 accordingly.
We are currently behind both, compared to last year’s pledging and this year’s pledging. But the
fourth quarter is typically our best. The Chronicle of Philanthropy indicated last week that 15%
of large corporations plan to cut their charitable donations this year, while another 51% expect to
keep them the same as last year. Many of the nation’s charities also expect to raise much less
than in the past.
At First Community Church, the Stewardship Committee, Diaconate, and the Board of Trustees,
in conjunction with the Treasurer, will soon be struggling to pull together a good faith budget to
present to the Congregation at the Annual meeting in February. The results of 2009 will
certainly be a part of that consideration.

With Our Sincerest Sympathies
Our most heartfelt sympathies to all of the Nelson families for the tragic death of
Scott Nelson. Scott, who was the son of Bob and Barbara Nelson, the brother of
Mike Nelson, and the nephew of Ethel Armstrong, all of our church, was shot and
killed in his home. His new wife, Julie, was also shot but survived.
Rev. Sanderson officiated at a memorial service for Scott at First Community
Church on October 17.
Our prayers for healing are with Julie, with Scott’s children Andy and Jessie, and with his
brother Mike & his wife Lisa.
~

We reach out to John and Angela Varner with our sincere sympathies for the recent
loss of their son Matthew. Matthew lived for only twenty-four hours after his birth.
Our deepest prayers are with his parents and his sister Alexandra.
Rev. Sanderson officiated at Matthew’s funeral on October 9.
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A Blast From The Past
100 Years Ago
1909 – November


The new road from Nichols corner to the Southville R.R. station is now completed and it
is a fine piece of work it being done under the supervision of Silas G. Allen of Southboro.
It was a $1,500 job taken about a month to complete it. We certainly have some fine
roads in town, second to none in the state.

75 Years Ago
1934 – November
The ladies of the home circle of the Congregational church had a harvest supper and very
successful fair in the church on Tuesday afternoon and evening. Not only was the event
well patronized by Southville and Cordaville friends but several from Westboro enjoyed
the occasion. Sales tables were neatly arranged in the church and well supplied with
articles of usefulness and beauty, and everything was disposed of at fair prices, including
a few articles at the close being disposed of by auction. In charge of tables were: Mrs.
Eugene P. Bent; Mrs. Cheney, Mrs. Cross and Miss Cross; Mrs. Howard Clark; Mrs.
Frank Horn; Mrs. Walter Flint; Mrs. Samuel Clark; Mrs. P.D. Moore and Mrs. Jones.
 From six to eight o’clock a bountiful harvest supper was served in the basement of the
church, of which about 125 persons partook. The tables were set twice and some of them
three times, and there was food left, which indicated that there was general acquiescence
in the contribution of food by the ladies, which was most commendable. In charge of the
supper were Mrs. Henry Rogers, Mrs. B. Salisbury and Mrs. J.F. Chickering.
 During the evening there was a very pleasing musical entertainment. There was a vocal
solo by Mrs. Baker; violin solos by H.E. Sherman; solos by Mrs. H.M. Rollins and Mrs.
H. E. Sherman; vocal trio by Mrs. Kimball, Mrs. Rollins and Mrs. Sherman. The
entertainment closed with imitations on the violin by Mr. Sherman. All the participants
were from Milford.
 Mr. & Mrs. Blood have moved to the Tadmizian house, on Parkerville Road. Mr. Blood
is employed by the Cushing Grain Co.


50 Years Ago
1959 – November
As the annual report for 1959-60 does not give specific months, these items occurred
sometime during that time span)
 Board of Directors: Church was painted, inside and out. The stairs leading up to the Altar
were set into the podium. Lectern and Pulpit were redesigned and appropriately painted.
The Parsonage was painted and minor repairs made. An increase of insurance on both the
Church edifice and the parsonage and their contents was procured.
 Baptisms: Charles Masterman; Stuart Readio; Phillip Readio; Douglas Readio; Mr. &
Mrs. Ernest Williams; Mrs. Ellis Readio; Mr. & Mrs. Earl Readio; Mr. Richard Williams;
Miss Carrine Readio; Miss Alede Readio. Master David Holmer; Master Brian Dobson;
Master Kevin Carlson; Little Miss Louann Knight; Little Miss Ann Lambert.
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Blanche Campbell.
 Deaths: Herbert Jones; Ruth (Mrs. William) McKie.

25 Years Ago
1984 – November


New members joining November 11: Pamela and Daniel Jackman.



Baptisms November 11: Alicia and Jennifer Jackman.



Weddings:



The Women’s Fellowship met at the church with nine members and four guests and
decorated and filled 15 baskets for the shut-ins. Older girls from the Sunday school joined
in decorating and filling the baskets. Each member took one or more to deliver.

November 10th William Templeman and Ruth Dollmeyer
November 17th Robert Boule and Elaine Houghton

Report Of The Diaconate
In the interest of everyone's health during the flu season, a few changes have been made in the
service format. Don't be offended when the Sunday morning greeters welcome you without
extending a hand or when Rev. Sanderson does not stand at the back of the church to shake
hands after our morning worship service. These are two of the changes in our effort to keep
everyone healthier during this winter. The other change is to forego the Passing of the Peace
during the flu season. We know these changes feel awkward, especially since we are known as a
very friendly church. We appreciate your understanding.
The Thursday night Spiritual Growth and Study Group continues to explore The Shack. All are
welcome to join even if you were not able to make it to any previous nights. There is still more
than a month left to get in on the discussions and be part of the group.
Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, November 3 at 7:15 PM.

On Sunday, October 18 we celebrated the Sacrament of Infant Baptism for:
Lucie Susan Mato, daughter of Shawn and Anne Mato.
Mary Piccolo and Buzz & Jennifer Seeley.

Her Godparents are

Olivia Rose Loonie, daughter of Thomas Loonie and Julie Winston.
Godparents are James Loonie and Megan Graham.
May God’s blessings be with these children and their parents.
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Our Gifts We Bring
As most of you know, our Missions Offerings are donations made above and beyond our gifts of
the Pledges that we make to support the First Community Church of Southborough’s General
Operating Budget.
Our Treasurer Bob Farmer has provided us with an update of what we have collected and
donated as of October 31, to the Missions that we have chosen to support this year.

Missions – January – October 2009
AMOUNT
COLLECTED

MISSIONS
Straight Ahead Ministries
Assabet Valley Pastoral Counseling
Abby’s House
Worcester County Food Bank
Love Loaves
Tools Of Hope
Church World Service
Heifer Project International
Haiti Mission
Rape Crisis Center
Central Asia Institute
Tibet Mission
Salvation Army
TOTALS

AMOUNT
DISBURSED

$486.00
$310.00
$511.00
$416.00
$137.30
$10.00
$356.00
$605.00
$400.00
$325.00
$320.00
$376.00
$10.00

$485.00
$310.00
$511.00
$416.00
$0
$0
$366.00
$605.00
$400.00
$325.00
$325.00
$376.00
$0

$4,262.30

$4,119.00

BUILDING FUND 2009
AMOUNT
COLLECTED
$1,037.00

AMOUNT
TRANSFERRED
$731.00

From The Editor
The deadline for the December 2009 Newsletter will be Sunday, November 22. Remember to
include any dates for meetings or events you would like listed on the calendar.
Articles and/or dates for the calendar may be submitted to Cheryl Holmes by:

(508) 460-0142

244 Flanders Road
Westborough, MA 01581
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Not to be pessimistic, but on October 18 the New England
Patriots played the Tennessee Titans in a football game that
took place on a snow-covered field (and it wasn’t in
Tennessee). Some of us suspect this may be a harbinger of
future events and that this might be a bad winter.
We try to hold worship whenever we can, if only for a few
people. We believe that if you want to make the effort to
attend on a snowy day, we should be there for you.

However, we wouldn’t want you to be hurt either walking or driving to church in inclement
weather. We also need to remember that our pastor and our organist come from quite a distance.
It may be a lot easier for some of us to get to the church than it would be for them. Above all,
we don’t want you to end up driving to church on a snowy or icy day only to find that church has
been cancelled.
In realistic anticipation of snowy or icy days, when we would not want people to go out, the
Diaconate and the Minister have put together a policy and procedure for the cancellation of our
Sunday service. The decision of whether to hold or cancel church because of weather will be
made by the Pastor, Our Moderator Lou Dundin, and the Co-Chairs of the Diaconate Sandy
McKeen and Dianne Simmons.
We will not post the cancellation on the telephone tape at the church number because that would
entail someone trekking to the church and re-recording the message. We will also not be posting
it on our web site.
Notice of the cancellation will appear on the three Boston television stations:
Channel 4 (WBZ) -- Channel 5 (WCVB) -- Channel 7 (WHDH)
In addition, WBZ News Radio will read the list of cancellations twice every hour – at :05 and at
:35 past the hour. We are listed as “First Community Church – Southborough.”
The decision will be made and the cancellation will be called in to these stations by 8:30 AM
Sunday morning by the Pastor, who alone has the secret, encrypted code numbers that enable our
church to appear on the cancellation list for each station.
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From Our Missions
The mission of Abby’s House is to provide emergency
and long term affordable housing, as well as advocacy
and support services to homeless, battered and lowincome women with or without children.
We fulfill our mission by empowering women to lead
self-directed lives filled with dignity and hope.
By offering warm hospitality, we seek to be in
relationships of caring and support
In naming the oppression that exists in women’s lives,
we strive to create change.

Dear Friends,
Please accept our most sincere thanks for the abundant donation of clothing and assorted items
made to Abby’s House this past Saturday. We are very grateful to all of you who contributed
and delivered the 25 bags on such a rainy day!
Be assured that our residents always have the opportunity to select their clothing and that the tan
suit (donated by Arlene Williams) went directly to one of our shelter guests who had a job
interview this morning. So, it was a blessing that it arrived in time for this very important
appointment.
It’s a good thing to know that anything sold in our Thrift Shop provides the shelter component
with heat, electricity, supplies and food. No one pays to stay in our shelter. Thanks to those who
shop at Abby’s, women and children can be safe in our shelter…it’s supported by our shoppers.
Once again, a thousand thanks for your caring and your generosity.
Sincerely yours,
Tess A. Sneesby
Executive Director

From Our Troops
(Recipients of the recent Holiday Care Packages from the Southborough Community)
I received your package yesterday. I am so thrilled to know that the people of our great country
is continuing to support our soldiers as we are away from home. Yes, this box of love has sent a
lot of sunshine to my soldiers. Please thank all the great and caring people who were a part of
the Holiday Care Package Drive. Thank you so much!!! I realize you didn't have to take the
time, to purchase and pack all the goodies that you have. It shows us that you really care about
us over here, and it is a breath of fresh air. Again, thank you so much for your Love and Care.
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Please stay in touch, FYI, we are going into our 4th Month of deployment. Please continue to
Pray for our safety and speedy return. We are the 17th Fires Brigade. Again, thank you!
1SG Anthony, Johnny
******************************************************************************
Hello, my name is SGT Vincent Montoya. My fellow Soldiers and I just received a package
from you today. We wanted to let you know how much we appreciate all of the support.
A little about us: We are an airborne field artillery platoon stationed out of Ft. Richardson,
Alaska. That's right we jump out of planes! Right now we are out in the middle of nowhere
Afghanistan. Everything we get out here comes by helicopter or is air dropped in. We don't
have a store or anything. We are almost done with our tour of duty out here and we cannot wait
to get back to our family and friends.
Well, I have to get going but thanks again for all of your support.
SGT Vincent Montoya
******************************************************************************
I write as a British Army Officer serving in the NATO HQ in Kabul, where one of my American
colleagues has just handed me one of your holiday care boxes.
I cannot begin to thank you enough for all your efforts. It means a great deal to those of us
serving far from home to know that others are thinking of us and appreciate our efforts.
I was living in America on 9/11, serving on an exchange position with the 82nd Airborne
Division, with whom I then duly deployed to Afghanistan. This is my 4th deployment, and the
camaraderie between Brits and Americans is just as it was in the previous 2 world wars.
Once again many thanks for your kindness.
Yours sincerely,
Jamie Loden
Major -- HQ ISAF Kabul

With Our Special Thanks To - The Women’s Fellowship for all their love and support that they bring to our Church in
so many ways. They give and give, and never ask for anything in return!
 Everyone who donated items and personal notes and cards for the Holiday Care Package
Drive for our servicemen and women serving in the Middle East. Thanks to all the
people who organized the “Support Our Troops” Drive. And many thanks to Bob
L’Heureux for making us aware of the drive and delivering all our donations.
 The Women’s Fellowship for all their efforts to “Make A Difference Day” a big success
by collecting, bagging and donating women’s fall and winter clothing as well as boxed
kitchen items that were donated to the Abby’s House Thrift Shop in Worcester MA.
 Cumberland Farms for all the coffee cups they have donated to us over the past years.
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The Advent Event Potluck Supper
Saturday, December 5

Birthdays
Shirley Hutchinson
Rachel Hooper
Beverly Lees
Ethel Armstrong
Austin Renaud
Mackenzie Renaud
Earle Watkins
Dennis Roy
Ann Deschamps
Sharon Willman
Martha Nutting

4th
5th
12th
12th
13th
13th
17th
20th
25th
26th
30th

Anniversaries
Diane & Ron Sickles
Darlene & Paul Sanderson

8th
18th
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Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

ALL SOULS/ALL SAINTS DAY
10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
Sacrament of Holy Communion
Coffee Hour following Worship Service

8

Thursday

Wednesday

3

4

5

6

7

12

13

14

20

21

7:00 PM
Spiritual Study &
Growth Group
“The Shack”

7:15 PM
Diaconate Meeting

9

Saturday

5:00 PM
Confirmation Class

5:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal

9:15 AM Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship Service

Friday

10

11

5:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal

7:00 PM
Spiritual Study &
Growth Group
“The Shack”

6:15 PM
Trustees Meeting

Veterans Day

15

16

9:15 AM Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship Service

22

17

18

5:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal

7:00 PM
Spiritual Study &
Growth Group
“The Shack”

7:00 PM
Women’s Fellowship

23

19
5:00 PM
Confirmation Class

24

25

26

Annual Pie Sale
9 AM – 12 PM

27

5:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY
&

THANKSGIVING SUNDAY

7:30 PM
United Parishes
Ecumenical
“Service of
Thanksgiving”

9:15 AM Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
Collection of Love Loaves

First Community
Church
of Southborough

Coffee Hour following Worship Service
*December Newsletter Deadline*

29
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT
10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service
Coffee Hour following Worship Service

30

November 2009
Missions ~~ Love Loaves for World Vision
& The Southborough Food Pantry

28

