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The Pastor’s Message

aster is the high point of the Christian year. The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is a
celebration of God’s love and its ultimate triumph over sin, evil, and death. Resurrection
is not simply the return to life of a good man who suffered innocently and died an

undeserved death. It is rather the experience in this broken world of God’s ultimate promise and
purpose for all – fullness of life in communion with God.

In our sanctuary the purple of Lent and the somber black of Maundy Thursday are replaced by the
white of Easter. Thanks to David Sickles, Sharon Willman, and Hazel Watkinson our sanctuary
was beautifully and artistically decorated again this year. The palm trees, the lilies and tulips that
lined the chancel and the base of the altar, the trailing flowers in each window and at the base of
the altar, the palm-cross that was replaced on Easter Sunday with the lily-cross – all served to
evoke a feeling of celebration from within us just by sitting in the sanctuary. Thanks to David
Sickles, Michael Larson, and our exceptional choir, our worship on Easter Sunday was touched
on the very deepest level by a tone of celebration and praise.

We are now entering into the liturgical period that is known as the Easter season – the fifty days
between Easter and Pentecost. This is traditionally a time of celebration. In the early church, no
fasting was allowed during the Easter season and all prayers were said from a standing position
as a sign of the Resurrection. The Council of Nicea in 325 C.E. forbade kneeling during the
Easter season. In many churches prayers of confession are omitted in this season, emphasizing
and celebrating our salvation, our absolution, our assurance of pardon and the power of God’s
grace.

It is a time of joy. It is also a time of discovery. It is a time when, in our worship, we focus on
the disciples’ experience of the risen Christ. Throughout Eastertide we read the stories of Jesus’
appearances to the disciples over the forty-day period between Jesus’ resurrection and his
ascension. It is important to realize that the “good news” of Easter came as a gradual dawning
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for the disciples, just as it does for most of us. The impact of what they had seen and heard did
not come to full understanding and expression until the Ascension. This was the moment when
they received Jesus’ charge to carry on his teaching and healing ministry in the world.

The season comes to a joyous culmination in the celebration of Pentecost. The Holy Spirit
comes to the disciples as their promised “helper,” and the Christian church is born. We, too,
celebrate God’s Spirit in our midst and we celebrate the gifts of the Spirit that we have each been
given, gifts which the apostle Paul tells us are meant to be shared “for the common good.”

Easter is a powerful part of the Christian story, the Christian gospel, but it is not the whole story.
It was not the whole story for the disciples. They gradually discovered that Jesus was not dead;
he lived! He lived in the world and also inside them! This was an epiphany, a transformative
moment for them. It led to a deepening of their faith and led them into a deeper spiritual journey.
Through this experience of the risen Christ they discovered the courage and the strength they
needed to take on the challenges that life now placed before them.

It is the same with us. We celebrate the Resurrection. However, if we do not rediscover Jesus in
our lives and in the world, just as the disciples did during Eastertide, we will be missing an
important part of what it means to be a Christian, what it means to be a disciple of the Way. If
we can rediscover the risen Christ who dwells within us, we will be led past the cross, past even
the empty tomb to experience the healing power of God’s presence in our lives.

Please join us for worship and study throughout this Easter season as we continue to unfold and
celebrate what Paul Harvey would call “the rest of the story” -- this amazing revelation of God’s
love for us and for the world.

In the Spirit of the Risen Christ,
The Reverend Paul D. Sanderson

Adult Bible Study

Come join us as we study the Gospel of John, a poetic and mystical gospel account of not only
what Jesus said but who he was.

The Bible study is open to all. No background in biblical knowledge is required. Please join us
for a time of fellowship, study, and sharing as we seek to strengthen not only our understanding
of our religion but also our personal faith.

The Adult Bible Study group meets on the 2nd, 3rd, and 4th Sundays of every month from
9:15 – 10:30 AM in the Vestry.
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Missions Offering

Our Mission Offering for May is the

Blankets+ Program (Formerly called
Tools of Hope and Blanket Program) by
Church World Service (CWS).

Blankets+ is a special mission
opportunity that involves all ages.
Some 8,000 congregations and groups
across the U.S. hold CWS Blankets+
events, providing funds to help people
in need around the world, including the
U.S. For over 60 years, Church World Service has worked in partnership with local communities
to identify their needs and access the resources they need to build the foundation for a more
viable future including:

 Blankets, tents, food and other emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster.

 Tools and seeds for refugees returning home to replant their fields.

 Wells for families living in drought prone areas to provide clean, safe water to drink and
to irrigate crops and gardens.

 Literacy training and microcredit for women struggling to realize their potential.

Bringing warmth, building hope
CWS continues to provide blankets and other assistance to low-income families or those affected
by emergencies in the U.S. For example, this spring CWS has provided 1,020 CWS Blankets for
distribution through the First United Methodist Church, in Fargo, North Dakota, for needs of
people affected by flooding in the region.

Also, elderly and economically disadvantaged families within the Fort Peck tribes in Poplar,
Montana, have received 60 CWS Blankets, 150 Sewing Kits, 100 CWS Hygiene Kits, 30 Baby
Care Kits, 60 School Kits.

And, CWS provided 36 CWS Emergency Clean-up Buckets to Pay It Forward Ministry, in
Monmouth, Illinois, to assist families affected by flooding in the area.

The following represent some of the many ways Church World Service is bringing help and hope
through the Blankets+ Program.

Haiti
 5,000 cotton blankets, 1,452 Food Packages, 150 tents, and 20 cartons of miscellaneous

items (flashlights, soap, towels) for distribution through partner agency Comite Artisanal
Haitien in Port-Au-Prince to those affected by the January 12 earthquake

 3,950 lightweight blankets and 60 cartons of IMA World Health medical supplies for
distribution through partner agency Viva Rio in Port-Au-Prince to those affected by the
January 12 earthquake
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Pakistan
 2,400 heavyweight blankets and 450

Safe Motherhood Kits to be
prepositioned for program use

Sierra Leone
 200 lightweight blankets to partner

Council of Churches in Sierra Leone for
ongoing program use

Arkansas
 600 blankets to Seventh Day Adventist

Church in Little Rock following summer
storms and tornadoes

Arizona
 210 blankets to First Christian Church

Migration Ministries for use in migrant shelter in Tucson

Kentucky
 210 blankets to Wayside Christian Mission in Louisville in response to winter storms

Minnesota
 210 blankets for distribution to area homeless and economically disadvantaged through

Arrowhead Economic Opportunity Agency in Virginia, MN

North Carolina
 30 blankets to Spirit of Joy Lutheran Church in Weddington for distribution to homeless

in three tent communities in the area

Ohio
 50 blankets to Common Ground Free Store Ministries for distribution to homeless and

economically disadvantaged in the Delaware area
 30 blankets to Felicity United Methodist Church Mission for distribution to families

without electricity or means of heat

Oklahoma
 2,010 blankets to the Regional Food Bank of Oklahoma in Oklahoma City in response to

winter storms
 270 blankets to Iron Gate in Tulsa for homeless and economically disadvantaged

Through Blankets+ you can make a world of difference in Haiti and across the globe.

 $25 can provide five warm blankets for a family left homeless by an earthquake or other
disaster.

 $105 can provide female health workers with three life-giving birthing kits.

 $200 can provide a village with ten bio-sand filters to significantly eliminate impurities in
the local water supply.

 $250 can provide a sewing machine to a young mother who needs to support her family.

 $1,000 can equip a village well with a pump and provide hygiene training for the
community.
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Spiritual Study & Growth Group

Thursday Evenings, 7:00 PM Led By Rev. Sanderson
April - June

The Spiritual Study and Growth Group, which meets Thursday evenings from 7:00 – 8:30 PM,
has just begun a new series of meetings. The theme of our meetings this spring will be “Tibetan
Wisdom for Living and Dying.” In our meetings we will listen to the teachings of Sogyal
Rinpoche, the author of the international best seller The Tibetan Book of Living and Dying. Then
we will compare these Tibetan Buddhist teachings with the teachings of various streams in our
own Christian tradition.

Sogyal Rinpoche grew up in the last generation of Tibetans free to learn Buddhism as it was
traditionally taught in Tibet. He fled Tibet after the Chinese occupation in 1959 and later
attended Delhi University and Cambridge University. He is the founder of Rigpa Fellowship,
which has established Buddhist meditation centers in Great Britain, the United States, France,
Ireland, Germany, and Australia.

In this series of 12 audio tapes (we will listen to one 45-minute tape each session and then
discuss it), Rinpoche presents a grand and transforming vision of life and death. He introduces
us to Tibetan practices that can help us live fully while also preparing for the extraordinary
adventure that death offers each one of us. What we call “life” and “death,” according to
Rinpoche, are merely shades of the same unbroken wholeness. By daring to see clearly the truth
of our lives, and by exploring the part of us that is changeless and eternal, we can face the last
moment of our life without fear.

Then perhaps we will grasp the deeper meaning of the Tibetan Buddhist teaching: “Death is like
a mirror in which the true meaning of life is reflected.”

This group is open to all. Even if you have not attended the first two or three meetings, please
come! We can provide you with the tapes to listen to so you can catch up.

Report Of The Trustees

The Trustees have elected Beth Hook as their Chairperson and Sandy McKeen as Secretary.
Sandy will also be serving as the Representative to the Church Council.

We are all anxiously waiting for the company to schedule the installation of the new front doors.

Thanks to everyone who supported the Spaghetti Supper held on April 9, which was under the
direction of Skip Willman who makes the best meatballs and sauce around!!

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 10 at 6:15 PM.
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Investment Committee

The Investment Committee is happy to report that the Parsonage
Fund has already grown enough to cover our first-half
contribution to the General Fund. Hopefully we will continue to
see this growth and end up with a nice increase at the end of the
year!

We are also continuing with the financial timing strategy that our
advisor Peter Bradstreet suggests by moving much of the
Parsonage Fund into bond funds over the summer to avoid
expected losses in the market. This strategy allowed us to avoid
a large part of the drop in the market last year.

Finally, the Investment Committee has also voted to move a
portion of the Endowment Fund into a conservative American
Fund mutual fund account that looks to offer better opportunities
to grow the endowment.

2011 Investment Committee

Lou Dundin, Karin Farmer, Beverly Lees, Sandra McKeen, and Cathy Ten Eyck

Report Of The Diaconate

Choir Appreciation Sunday was celebrated on April 10 with special recognition to Martha
Hubley for her amazing 50 years of service in our church choir. Kudos and thank you, Martha!
To the surprise of those choir members sitting in the second and third rows, a new “seat sack”
appeared on the chairs directly in front of them to hold and store their choir music, keeping it off
the floor. A reception was held in honor of all choir members, the choir director and organist.
Thank you all for your beautiful contribution of music each Sunday.

A very meaningful and beautiful service of communion and Tenebrae was held on Maundy
Thursday. It was well attended and appreciated by all who were present.

Almost 100 people attended the Easter Sunrise Service that was sponsored by the United
Parishes of Southborough. Thank you to United Parishes of Southborough for sponsoring this
special service and to Rev. Sanderson for delivering the Easter Sunrise message. Special thank
you and kudos to our own Bob L’Heureux for all his hard work in organizing, arranging, putting
the service together, typing, printing and collating the order of worship bulletins and transporting
and setting up the podium. Nicely done, Bob.

Laity Sunday will be May 15 – we welcome anyone who has an interest in doing one of the
elements of the service to sign up in the Vestry on the sign up sheet provided. There are several
opportunities still available.

The next meeting of the Diaconate will be Tuesday, May 3 at 6:00 PM.
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A Blast From The Past

125 Years Ago
1886 -- May

 Rev. Mr. Lebosquet of Southville is seriously ill.

 Mr. Edgar E. Miller and Mrs. Edgar E. Miller joined by letter from Plymouth Church,
Worcester.

100 Years Ago
1911 -- May

 May 14th: Mr. Henry M. Rogers, Mr. Garfield, and Mrs. Bowman (Elizabeth) Salisbury
joined on profession of faith. Mrs. Sophia T. Garfield joined by letter from
Congregational Church, Melrose, MA; Mrs. Helen Cheney joined by letter from True
Memorial F. Baptist Church, Rochester, NH.

75 Years Ago
1936 -- May

 Rev. Prentiss Pemberton has resigned effective May 1st to accept the same position at
Grace Baptist Church, Somerville.

 The Cordaville restaurant has had its sign changed and the new one reads
“R. Giombetti’s Inn.” Repairs have been made inside and out and a new dance hall has
been added.

 A rare tree has been in bloom on the railroad bordering on Mill Avenue, Cordaville,
which has purple blossoms and is known as a “Purple Judas.” It is the only tree of that
species hereabouts.

 A special meeting of the Church was held on May 14th to vote on a candidate, in
accordance with the plan decided upon at the meeting of April 16th. Mr. Dunn, chairman
of the pulpit committee reported that the committee had selected Rev. Roy Pearson as
being the best available man, and Mr. Pearson had preached here on Sunday, May 10th.

It was moved and seconded we ballot for or against the candidate. Motion carried. The
result of the ballot was 25 affirmative and 5 negative votes and two blanks. Accordingly
the clerk was instructed to write Mr. Pearson, it being understood he would be available
for the first Sunday in June.

50 Years Ago
1961 -- May

 The Men’s Club had a busy month. A play, “Ye Gads what a Cad” was enjoyed by the
cast and audience alike. This play showed everyone what can be done with a lot of hard
work and fun. A comedy show was also held this month for the children of the church. It
seems the children enjoyed the popcorn fully as much as the show.

 Mrs. Fletcher Tidman spoke at the Women’s Fellowship May meeting on “Learning to
Read and its Problems.”
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 A talent show was presented by the Church school and teachers on Friday, May 12th.
Proceeds went toward the Building Fund. There was a great deal of enthusiasm in the
preparation and presentation of this program.

25 Years Ago
1986 -- May

 The interior of our Sanctuary received a much needed face-lift in 1986, the false ceiling
over the choir loft was taken down, re-exposing the beauty of our stained glass windows,
and the walls, ceiling and Church Vestry were painted.

10 Years Ago
2001 -- May

 The organ was moved to the back wall allowing more room up front. Now everyone has
more leg room and it isn’t quite as crowded as it used to be.

 Marriage: Christopher Mantos and Nancy Robertson, May 19th.

Spring is here! As you do your spring cleaning, set aside those
items you no longer want or need because someone else will
be thrilled to find a “treasure” at our Yard Sale.”

We need clothes, toys, games, puzzles, sports items, children's
books only, shoes, bags, furniture, kitchen items, dishes,
plants, knick-knacks and just about anything you don't need
anymore! Everything should be clean and in good condition.
Sorry -- NO televisions, computers, or monitors and NO
broken items!

If you need anything picked up, please call the church. Stop by and have a grilled hot dog,
sausage with onions and peppers, or a burger with chips! Bring a friend!

We need helpers to check items, set up, sell and clean up! It's really a fun day. Join us on
Saturday, June 4 between 9 AM – 2 PM at the Church.

If you have any questions contact either Co-chairs David Sickles or Darlene Sanderson - (email
esllady@hotmail.com / (508) 543-2470.

2011 Stewardship & Growth Committee

David Crane, Sherrie Jodrey, David Lowry, Darlene Sanderson, David Sickles, and Sharon
Willman
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The Fair Month Of May

Being New England born and bred we are inherently weather
junkies! We want forecasts detailing a full week in advance and we

watch/listen to them two to three time each day, if available, on four
or five channels. They include sophisticated maps and charts with

moving parts showing cold and warm fronts flowing across the area, depicting symbols of every
weather event and even the changing tract of the jet stream, which seems quite random to me.

We love to criticize, compare, rebut, second-guess and wait in great anticipation for each
upcoming weather event. When we meet someone, we say, “Hello, how are you? Can you
believe this weather?” Still as much as we complain about our weather here in New England, as
we did as recently as this past extraordinary winter, we are philosophical and say, “If you don’t
like the weather here, wait a minute!”

But now it’s May, one of our better weather months, and our God really knows how to wake us
up from the winter doldrums. Warmth has returned, the earth is thawed, flowers are blooming,
lawns are greening, and gardens are being planted for summer food and autumn harvest.

We plan summer vacations and turn our yards, decks, and patios into extensions of our
dwellings. With each lengthening day, we spend more time outside in the loveliness and warmth
of May as we prepare for summer activities and leisure.

God caused our beginning, whether the “Big Bang theory,” some sub-molecular origin, or the
miracle of creation, the results are the same. God is the only constant and resource we can rely
on, not only in the predictable changing season, but also in His love for us. He sent his Son Jesus
as promised, to show us to love and to teach us the power of love. Are we taking notice? I think
back on this past extraordinary winter, and then think ahead to the beauty and pleasantness of a
glorious spring, just now bursting forth to brighten our spirits and to help us realize how
fortunate we are and how great is God’s plan.

History is our teacher, the future holds our collective anticipated hope but today is ours to
experience God’s love and live faithfully, whatever the forecast!

Martha Hubley
Guest Columnist
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Women’s Fellowship

“Praise ye the Lord. I will praise the Lord with my whole heart in the assembly of the upright,
and in the congregation.” Psalm 111:1

The Women’s Fellowship met on April 19 with all the officers present. While considering a
“Kitchen Clean Up” date, Marlene Joe suggested we clean out the closet under the stairs as she
felt there could be some items there that could be added to the Church Yard Sale in June. We
decided on Thursday, May 5 from 9:00 AM to Noon. A date for the kitchen clean up will be
chosen later. We are hoping to add a summer raffle basket to the Yard Sale Fundraiser pending
approval from the Church Council.

While co-hosting the meal with the Pilgrim Church for the Lenten Series, it was noted that their
kitchen could use a nice set of salad tongs. We found some at a good price and picked up four
pairs, two for them and two for our own kitchen. Beth Hook, our Corresponding Secretary wrote
a note to which we all added our names to. In keeping with outreach to the community, the
women of our Women’s Fellowship sent this gift to the women of Pilgrim Church in warm
Christian love.

In other business matters, Karin Farmer volunteered to be our Church Council Representative.

After our short business meeting, we turned the rest of our time over to our guest, Mary Brown,
sister of Barbara Crane. Mary presented us with a lesson in oil painting. She started with an
example of an apple design which when completed, will be given to Martha Hubley, as she had
the closest birthday to our meeting date of April 19.

Mary brought some very nice pieces she had done on canvas and wood as well as some in black
and white. At the end of her presentation, Mary encouraged anyone truly interested in oil
painting to seek out a teacher and dive in as she has found it very enjoyable.

Our next meeting will be held on Tuesday, May 17, at 7:00 PM. Karin Farmer will be
responsible for devotions and Marlene Joe will take care of the refreshments.

Mattie Cummings, Secretary

Stewardship & Growth Committee

At our meeting on April 26, David Crane agreed to chair the committee and David Lowry will
act as the Recording Secretary.

There was discussion about ways in which we could enhance our growth at First Community
Church. A suggestion was made that we have more co-operative programs with Pilgrim Church
and begin to do more to “promote” ourselves in and around the community. There may be ways
we could join Pilgrim in music and mission for example.

We also discussed the Yard Sale that will be held on Saturday, June 4, from 9 AM 2 PM. Dave
Crane will place signage in the center of town to help promote the event. It was agreed that
publicity was of great importance in the success of the Yard Sale.

David Lowry
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Our Gifts We Bring

Bob Farmer
Treasurer

From The Editor

The next issue of the Newsletter will be the Summer Issue (June, July & August). The deadline
is set for Sunday, May 29, 2011. Remember to include any dates for meetings or events you
would like listed on the calendar. Articles may be submitted to Cheryl Holmes by:

(508) 460-0142
244 Flanders Road
Westborough, MA 01581 caholmes@charter.net

Missions -- January – April 2010

COLLECTED DISBURSED

Straight Ahead Ministries $490.00 $490.00

Assabet Valley Pastoral Counseling $220.00 $220.00

Abby’s House $400.00 $400.00

Worcester County Food Bank $294.00 $300.00

Salvation Army $5.00 $0

Haiti Earthquake Relief $80.00 $80.00

TOTALS $1,489.00 $1,490.00

BUILDING FUND 2011
COLLECTED TRANSFERRED

$200.00 $0
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From Our Missions
The mission of Abby’s House is to provide emergency and

long term affordable housing, as well as advocacy and
support services to homeless, battered and low-income

women with or without children.

We fulfill our mission by empowering women to lead self-
directed lives filled with dignity and hope.

By offering warm hospitality, we seek to be in relationships
of caring and support

In naming the oppression that exists in women’s lives, we
strive to create change.

Dear Friends at First Community Church,

On behalf of all of us at Abby’s House, we want to thank you for your generous contribution.
Please accept our sincere thanks, not only for your generous donation, but especially your
continued care and warm support. It means so much at Abby’s House.

Sincerely,

Annette Rafferty
Founder of Abby’s House

From Our Members

Dear Choir and Friends,

I thoroughly enjoyed your thoughtful recognition of my half century as a choir member as soon
as I recovered from the shock of your conspiratory surprise, the realization of just how long
50 years sounds.

I thank you from my heart for your gifts, the gorgeous bouquet of flowers and a lovely mantle
clock inscribed. You certainly made my day, took me by surprise totally, and touched my heart
with what I can only describe as the warmest of Christian fellowship.

Please know that I truly appreciate you all, the Choir and my church family, for all the friendship
and joy we’ve shared over the years. I believe you prove week after week that we can aptly
describe us as “The Little Church with the Big Heart!”

With love,
#4 Martha Hubley
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From Our Choir

Dear Deacons, Members, and Friends of First Community Church,

We all want to say a big thanks for “Appreciating” the Choir and celebrating our “joyful noises”
with a special Sunday in our honor. Thanks for hosting a special coffee hour and the cake.

Many thanks for the new “seat sacks” too! They provide a home for our music that we love to
share with all of you. We all love what we do up there on Sunday morning. We each bring our
voice to blend with our organist and choir director. Together we share with all of you, music that
makes our hearts sing to honor God and let him know we praise his name!

With many thanks and much appreciation,

Your First Community Church Choir

Organist: Michael Larson

Choir Members: David Sickles, Director

Joan Brunelle Beth Hook David Lowry Gloria Sadler
David Crane Martha Hubley George Nutting Darlene Sanderson
Cheryl Holmes Marlene Joe Martha Nutting Michael Shedd
Jim Holmes

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

With Our Special Thanks To --

 David Sickles, Sharon Willman, Pat Grogan, and Hazel Watkinson for each in their own
way, making our Sanctuary so beautiful for Holy Week and Easter Sunday.

 Rev. Sanderson, the readers, and the Choir for making Maundy Thursday’s Tenebrae
Service a solemn and moving evening during Holy Week.

 All those who took part in this year’s United Parishes Easter Sunrise Service. Thanks to
Rev. Sanderson for delivering the Easter message; to Diane Newland from the First
United Methodist Church in Westborough and Rev. Julie Cedrone, from Pilgrim Church
for their musical talents on their flutes; to Michael Larson for providing the recorded
accompaniment to the hymns; and the Fay School in Southborough for the annual loan of
their vital battery-powered podium. And last but not least, a very big thank you to Bob
L’Heureux for all his time and effort to organize the entire program!

 All those who helped with the supper that we co-hosted with Pilgrim Church on the first
Tuesday evening meeting of our United Parishes of Southborough Lenten series.

 The Trustees for the delicious Spaghetti Supper, which raised $400 for the General Fund.
A big thank you to Skip Willman, the Master Chef, Bob Farmer, the King of Trivia, and
all those who helped to make the event a success. Everyone had a great meal followed by
a time of fellowship and fun.

 The Diaconate for planning and hosting Choir Appreciation Sunday. Also many thanks
to David Sickles, our Choir Director, Michael Larson, our Church Organist, and the
members of the choir: Joan Brunelle, David Crane, Cheryl Holmes, Jim Holmes, Beth
Hook, Martha Hubley, Marlene Joe, David Lowry, George Nutting, Martha Nutting,
Gloria Sadler, Darlene Sanderson, and Michael Shedd.
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 To Martha Hubley on the anniversary of her fiftieth year as a choir member – “Thank you
for the Music.”

 To Verna Duffy and Steve Lowry for sharing their musical gifts by serving as our guest
organists this past year.

 Karin Farmer and Sandy McKeen for planting the spring pansies and daffodils by the
kitchen door – it makes for an inviting entrance.

 Barbara Crane, Bob Farmer, Beth Hook, Martha Hubley, and Bob L’Heureux who helped
add to our General Fund by sorting and bagging bottles and cans at the Southborough
Transfer Station. And of course, a big thanks to the Chief Bottle & Can Collector, Mattie
Cummings who organizes this fundraiser every year.

 Cellist Taylor Jensen for providing the offertory on Choir Appreciation Sunday.
(Taylor’s mother is Diane (Kurzontkowski) Jenson)

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~

Memorial Day Reflections

As Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. said in his Memorial Day address in
1884 at Keene, Memorial Day 'celebrates and solemnly reaffirms from
year to year a national act of enthusiasm and faith.' With changing
times, Memorial Day is more celebrated as a holiday than the glum
occasion it was meant for.

We must remember that the day means to honor America's defense
personnel who lost their lives in various wars. Though, people used to

honor the graves of the war dead even before the Civil War, the National Memorial Day
holiday, originally known as 'Decoration Day' was first observed on May 30, 1868.

The concept originated in the mind of General John Alexander Logan, who dedicated this day
to decorate the graves of the American Civil War dead. Later, it encompassed all those who
sacrificed their lives for their nation, from the Revolutionary War to the present. May 30th
every year was celebrated as Memorial Day until 1971. Later, the federal government issued
the orders of holding Memorial Day on the last Monday of May. Alabama celebrates
Confederate Memorial Day on the fourth Monday in April while the states of Mississippi and

Georgia celebrate it on the last Monday of April.

Seeing Memorial Day losing its importance in the minds of younger generations, the concept of
the National Moment of Remembrance was hatched by a national humanitarian organizations
known as the 'No Greater Love,” based in Washington, D.C. It was introduced in 1997 and is
recognized by the President and Members of Congress. Since then, 'Taps' is played at 3:00 PM
throughout America to honor the contributions of our dead soldiers. All Americans are
encouraged to pay respect to them by keeping silent for one minute in their memory at

3:00 PM.
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Yard Sale
Saturday, June 4

Strawberry Social
Father’s Day -- Sunday, June 19

Birthdays
Scott Webster 6th

Cricket Port 10th

Stan Norcross 12th

Jan Bishop 13th

Barbara Bresse 14th

Sarah Hooper 15th

Jeff Willman 22nd

David Crane 23rd

Nancy Mantos 30th

Mason Renaud 31st



For we are laborers together with God…(1 Corinthians 3:8)

Lay Leaders

May 1 – Joyce Harrington

May 8 – Lee Cummings

May 15 – Laity Sunday

May 22 – Dave Lowry

May 29 –

Greeters

May 1 – Beverly Lees

May 8 – Mattie Cummings

May 15 – Cathy Ten Eyck

May 22 – Margie Lowry

May 29 –

Coffee Hour Hosts

May 1 – Marlene Joe

May 8 – Thelma Oakes

May 15 –

May 22 –

May 29 –

Deacons for May

Bob Farmer and Dianne Simmons

Memorial Flowers

May 1 - Karin & Bob Farmer

May 8 - Joan Brunelle

May 15 - Cricket Port

May 22 - Sherrie Jodrey

May 29 - Cheryl & Jim Holmes



SGT Amy Metcalf
Care Package Drive

Senior Center – 9 Cordaville Rd. (Rt. 85) Southborough. Easy access from Rts. 9 & 30.

FOR THEIR CONVENIENCE PLEASE-NO OPENED OR USED ITEMS, BULK-SIZE
ITEMS, SOAP BARS, AEROSOLS OR VHS TAPES

Personal Care items Food items – Individual packs please Drink items

Deodorant - male/female Gum Presweetened mixes
Toothbrush/Toothpaste Hard candy – Lifesavers, Jolly Ranchers, etc. Crystal Light, KoolAid
Body Wash GEL M&Ms, Skittles, Twizzlers, etc. Coffee, tea
Q-tips
Baby wipes

Lollipops - soldiers and children Cocoa, iced tea mix

Razors
Tampons (no pads)
Body lotions
Dental Floss

Nuts, sunflower seeds, Trail Mix
Dried fruits, raisins, apricots, Fruit Roll-ups
Pop Tarts
Fruit Cups

Other items
Puzzle Books
Playing cards
Travel Board Games

Travel size shampoo Canned soups Magazines
Chapstick or Blistex Microwave foods -Popcorn, Easy Mac, Ramen Batteries – all sizes
Foot powder
White crew socks
Air fresheners

Protein/granola/breakfast bars
Instant Oatmeal – (individual packs)
Cookies and Crackers (individual packs)

Game System games
DVDs - new or used
Paperback Books

Freezer Pops Tuna in PACKETS Squirt Guns, golf balls
Bug Spray (no aerosol) Beef Jerky/Slim Jims Frisbees, Baseball,

For more information please call Lisa Braccio at Braccio Electric (508-481-9939) or Debbie Depp
Wilson at (508)481-9939

** IMPORTANT: Please bring letters/cards. Some service people receive no mail

at all. All cards and letters received will be inserted in the packages we send.

We need your help! Just drop off items and we sort, box and ship. Let’s send our
troops as many Care Packages as we can!

May 14

May 15

Saturday
9:00 am – 4:00 pm
Sunday
9:00 am – 1:00 pm

It is not so much what is in the box, but the box itself shows people
care and we are not forgotten." -- SSG Charles Rupprecht



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1

10:15 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

Sacrament of Holy Communion

Coffee Hour following Worship Service

2

2:30 PM
Spiritual Exploration

Reading Group

3

5:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal

6:00 PM
Diaconate Meeting

4 5
9:00 AM

Women’s Fellowship
Closet Clean Up

7:00 PM
Spiritual Study &

Growth Group

6 7

8

9:15 AM Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

Coffee Hour following Worship Service

9

2:30 PM
Spiritual Exploration

Reading Group

10

5:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal

6:15 PM
Trustees Meeting

11 12

7:00 PM
Spiritual Study &

Growth Group

13 14

15

Laity Sunday
10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

Coffee Hour following Worship Service

16

2:30 PM
Spiritual Exploration

Reading Group

17

5:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal

7:00 PM
Women’s Fellowship

18 19

7:00 PM
Spiritual Study &

Growth Group

20 21

22

9:15 AM Adult Bible Study
10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

Coffee Hour following Worship Service

23

2:30 PM
Spiritual Exploration

Reading Group

24

5:00 PM
Choir Rehearsal

6:00 PM
Stewardship &

Growth Committee

25 26

7:00 PM
Spiritual Study &

Growth Group

27 28

29

10:30 AM Choir Rehearsal
11:00 AM Sunday School
11:00 AM Worship Service

Coffee Hour following Worship Service

Summer Newsletter Deadline

30

Memorial Day

31

May 2011
Missions – Blankets +

Program


